Wednesday, May 19, 2004
Zephaniah 1:1 – 2:15

Zephaniah was a man of some importance in Judah.  Unlike any of the other prophets his family line is traced back four generations to King Hezekiah. Because the dynasty of David continued unbroken from his own time until the fall of Jerusalem, Zephaniah was also a distant cousin of the current king, Josiah. Jeremiah was a contemporary of Zephaniah and spoke against many of the same problems. Zephaniah’s ministry probably occurred either shortly before or shortly after 622 B.C. (when the priests found the lost Law of God, the book of Deuteronomy, while to clearing the remnants of idol worship from the temple) but before the destruction of Nineveh in 612 B.C. 

During the reign of Josiah, who had come to the throne as a young boy, Assyria struggled to maintain its empire. The once great world power had crushed Samaria around a hundred years before, during Assyria’s strongest era and had nearly entered Jerusalem in 701 B.C. Now, however, Judah felt confident that it was safe from the fading conqueror. 

Josiah instigated a great revival in Judah, cleaning out the idol worship that his grandfather and father (Manasseh—traditionally the murderer of Isaiah—and Amon) had embraced. His efforts even included trying to bring the remaining inhabitants of Israel to the north to Jerusalem to resume worship at the temple. Not all the people, however, approved of his efforts to renew the nation and its relationship with God and many fought against it. That’s why there is some argument as to whether the prophet spoke before or during Josiah’s efforts to cleanse the nation of pagan worship. 

The specifics of God’s condemnation against Judah are similar to the sins of our own time. Some of these include pagan religions and their leaders (vs.4), astrology (vs.5), the denial of God’s power (vs.6, 12), the worship of wealth as savior (vs.18).

Chapter 2 begins with hope for relief from the horrendous judgment coming from God. There was still time! Judah could still gather at God’s feet for shelter! 

Chapter 2 adds others to the list of nations facing judgment. The Philistines would be crushed, but following that statement is a ray of hope for Judah, for then shall the land belong “to the remnant of the house of Judah” and “The Lord their God will care for them; He will restore their fortunes.”  After the proclamation against Moab and Ammon we read, “The remnant of My people will plunder them and the remainder of My nation will inherit them.”  The prophet is already holding out God’s promise that He will not let His people languish in captivity forever.
